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Structures for Im-poundin,r Vater on First Unit of liiichigan 

Refuge Completed; C. C. C. Pre;,ares Xesting Sites 
And Starts Food Plants for i‘Jaterfow1. 

Dam, s~illwa~~s, and other engineering structures for controlling the water 

sqqly on the 20,000 acres of the first unit of triu Snney LJigratory ‘Jat.erfoi:l Refuge 

in Schoolcraft County, Eich., have been coqleted ;li:d by s;7ring the ~iologica.1 

Survey of the U. S. Department of Agriculture iqes to have all the lcw1lz?d in this 

unit and a large Iart of the second unit covered with i;ater for tke use of aild 

fovrl. *ZorLc on the First unit began in the summer of 1935. 

Iiains last fclll flooded lar,;e areas in the coq~leted unit. Snow me1 t ing 

this spri;lg e.nd rain are eqected to bring the water up to the desired level. 

C. C. C. r;orkers ::jill begin developin- b the 30,000 acres in the second unit this 

spring. 

The 3iologicel Survey eqects the refuge ulti;.isbtely to consist of three 

adj oinins units covering 30,000 3cres. S lr?,rg’: part of the lznd in tnis i>roject 

is Stat e-ovmed, ,?ad wit;z the cooperation Of Stcte officials the Survey is acquiring 

addition21 land along the refuge boundary s’or the State in exchange for State lmd 

in the refuge. The Stt:te Conservation Department also cooperates with the Survey 

in developing and maintaining the refuge. 

Until the De~~?rtment of Agriculture begzn its w;:terfowl ri:storc:tion Ijro@?,m 

the Scnzy crea ms largely waste-lznd. Thousrmis of dlxks 2nd geese :.nd other 
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wildlife used these marshes before they were ~~Q~rtly drained. Al thowh dr a$nagF 

was abandoned, the ditches t&t had been dug Lowered the water level so thF+t the 

area ceased to c;ttr,m.ct w.terfozl in numbers. 

The 17ork of the Biologicsl Survey in the Seney area is largely m=shlznd 

restorf>.tion. &.rth dikes have been built to impound Water, v;ith spillways to 

rsgul2te tke v;:-,ter level. To encourage the return of waterfowl C. C1 C. workers 

;Jrepared nestkg sites last year for black ducks 2nd blue-winged teal ?nd :?lanted 

large quantities of aquatic food ;jlcnts, which will come ul: this spring. These 

workers 7.1~0 cleared land, trpnsnlanted trees, sodded rotld banks, smk wells, and 

built rocds rnd fences. A headquarters building, a service building with laboratcry 

for research workers, and other buildings necessary for maintaining the refu;;e 

have been comi;leted. 

Alread;r the restoration activities are sho;uing results. Large flocks Of 

black ducks together mith pintails, mallards, blue-winGed teal, and ruddy dusks 

nested on the ref;li;e last year even though the water-im~~ounding devices were only 

partly built. The I3iological Survey also h0s.p.s the Canada Goose will return as a 

nesting bird of this region. Some 300 CLanada geese have been given to the refuge 

by a Nichigan Conservationist, End wiG.le the birds must be pinioned to keep them 

from leaving the refuge their you% still be free to coi.le and ~0. 0 

The pinioned birds are e:i-lectL>d to attyatct migrating geesi: to the refuge, 

ahich a1 so is well ;)oixO;ted aith bzaver, deer, raccoon, ruffzd grouse, ;?rnirie 

chickens, end sandhill crank+ s. Thssd mzrs;les art? one of the fen slots in ;.iichigan 

visited by these cra:les. 

Because wild animals and birds often cross over from the rclfuge to adjoining 

lands th Stat: ,;lcns to acquire and set aside a strip of land about a mil? 1,:;ide 

around the ref-u&e for t2:- protaction of wildlife. Recreation facilities for the 

public also arc ;3lcnned ore this l,?nd. 
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